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Sharing Godôs Love Through 

Mission and Service 
We have 
celebrated our 
Risen Savior and 
His creation 
coming back to 
life after a long 
winter. The earth 
has rested for 
months, but the 
LWML-NWD has 
been busy with 

spring rallies, preparing for the 
convention, spring retreat at Camp 
Luther, society meetings and 
sending in your mites. 
 
On May 5 and 6 the LWML NWD 
Executive Board met to discuss 
which mission grants we could pay. 
We paid $5,000, the last half of the 
grant, to Shepherdôs Watch 
Christian Academy; $10,000 to 
Lutheran Counseling and Family 
Services Virtual Telehealth 
Counseling; and $5,000 to Walking 
Together in the Mission Field-
Alliance Missionaries.  
  
Reports have come in sharing what 

the grant payments meant to the 

organizations that received their 

payments. The LCMS NWD Pastorsô 

Wives Retreat Support helped offset 

the cost of the retreat. Stephanie 

Hovland spoke on the theme, ñCome 

Away and Rest,ò based on Mark 

6:31. The grant shares the Good 

News by making it easier for 

pastorsô wives to attend where they 

were immersed in Godôs Word, 

fellowship and partake in Holy 

Communion. Your support positively 

impacts these women, which in turn, 

positively impacts the pastors who 

tirelessly serve in our district. 

Personal Development Center, Inc. 

ñOrenda Centerò (PDC) was able to 

provide crucial service to victims and 

survivors of domestic abuse and 

sexual assault, offering them safety, 

support, and the opportunity to 

rebuild their lives with dignity and 

hope. This funding allowed PDC to 

provider trauma-focused counseling, 

ensuring survivors receive emotional 

and psychological support rooted in 

healing and hope. 

If you know of an organization that 

would benefit by submitting a grant 

proposal, please reach out to them. 

The deadline for submission is 

September 15, 2025. If you would 

like a proposal packet, contact 

Debby Suchyta at 

debbysuchyta@yahoo.com or 

download from the NWD LWML 

website at: https://nwdlwml.org/

membership/member-resources/.  

In His Service,  

  
 Debby Suchyta 
 Mission Grants Director 
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As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support 
missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others. The LWML is 
an auxiliary of the LCMS and adheres to the LCMS teachings. In our 
district, we hold group meetings where we collect offerings (mites), we 
share Godôs Word through Bible study, and we use our mite offerings to 
support, local, district, national, and global missions. 
 
At our meetings, officers are elected to perform the tasks outlined in our 
bylaws. We have representation at the national LWML conventions by 
sending delegates, one elected from each circuit, and at the district 
conventions, one or two from each group. 
 

Besides collecting mite offerings and disbursing them, our members collect donations of 
clothing and hygiene supplies for shelters and the homeless, support local food banks with 
food items and cash, gather hygiene and clothing items for jail ministry, donate school supplies 
and cleaning supplies for Christian schools, make fleece blankets, sew soft eyeglass cases for 
Most Ministries and bring various supplies to Camp Luther when we hold our spring and fall 
retreats. Orphan Grain Train is the recipient of school backpacks and hygiene kits, quilts sewn 
with loving hands and sleep mats made from plastic grocery bags, all to be used for greatest 
needs,  
 
The (national) LWML Mission Grant goal for the biennium 2023-2025 was $2,350,000 and was 
surpassed by over $313,000. The North Wisconsin District Mission Grant goal during the 
biennium 2024-2026 is $120,000. We continue to support the NWD Mission Grants as funds 
are received. In addition to our biennial goal, the LWML NWD has supported additional 
missions in the amount of $34,500. 
 

The LWML is alive! We are Christian women, sharing Godôs Word, mission focused, servant 
leaders and sisters in Christ.  

 
Serving Jesus with you, 

 

  Joan Berquist 
  LWML NWD President 

Presidentôs Message  

Ever get stumped when it comes time to plan your next Bible study or LWML event? Donôt 
forget about all the FREE resources we have on the LWML website.   
 
Simply go to: https://www.lwml.org/program-helps-bible-studies  
 
There you can search for Bible studies by Theme, Season and Church year! They have 
devotions and devotional collections, sketches and dramas, creative crafts and so much more! 
 

https://www.lwml.org/program-helps-bible-studies
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What is Worship? 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

What does worship mean to you? Is it just something you do on Sunday 
or some Sundays if you have time? Do you come and go home without 
putting another thought into it? How you answer these questions is 
important to your faith. For your faith, what is worship? It is exercise and 
strength training for meeting the world and the temptations you will face. 
  
Just as an athlete needs to spend time training for the competition or 
event, we come to church for our training so we can face the world. The 
world is full of obstacles for our faith. We are constantly tempted to sin 
and our faith in Christ is always questioned. So how does church face 
what is in the world? 
 

In worship, we get the sound teaching of the Gospel. We learn that nothing the world has to 
offering in ways of sin is worth giving up life with God forever. Sin drives a wedge between us 
and God when we treat it lightly or not seriously. We grow to love our sin more than God by 
minimizing the seriousness of it and pushing the Word of God away from us.  
 
Nothing is more valuable that the gifts God gives us in Church through the Word and 
sacraments. We find comfort in the pronouncement of sins forgiven. We find strength in the 
Lordôs Supper as we receive the body and blood of Christ for our benefit. Everything God gives 
us in worship is so that we stay in the fold and have a place in Godôs kingdom. For that reason, 
we need to treat worship as what it is, something marvelous to attend! Where else can we be 
given the cure to death? Where else do we experience unconditional love? Where else do you 
weekly hear how much God has done for you? The answer is nowhere else. Come to worship 
with joy in your hearts. Gladly hear Godôs Word and carry it with you throughout the week and 
out into the world around you as you share this Good 
News in your life and through your work with the LWML.  
 
Godôs blessings to you this summer! 

 

 Pastor Brian Liermann 
 Senior Pastoral Counselor 
 

What a good looking group - NWD LWML Group Photo at National Convention in Omaha! 
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Spring Retreat 2025 
The Leadership Development team, along with ten Purple Peeps volunteers planned and 
coordinated the 2025 NWD LWML Spring Retreat at Camp Luther in Three Lakes; it was held 
on March 29th. We had 81 people registered and despite some bad weather, 68 attended. 
Twenty people came on Friday night for fun and fellowship! Debbi Young was our Bible study 
leader and shared how preparing soil and seeds for our gardens is like our walk in growing 
and nurturing ourselves in Godôs Word. She also showed us how to find ñjoy in the dirt,ò both 
spiritually and physically. We got our hands dirty painting and planting a planter in the shape 
of a boot to take home. Our service project included coloring cards for Philôs Friends and an 
ingathering for Camp Luther. What a blessing to gather together as sisters in Christ! 

 Sue Pfeil 
 Leader Development Chairman 
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Walking is beneficial to our health. According to the National Institute of 
Health, ñAdults who took 8,000 or more steps a day had a reduced risk 
of death over the following decade than those who walked over 4,000 
steps a day.ò Walking is good for us. Something even better for us is 
walking with and communing with God. 
 
The Bible gives us examples of those who walked with God. Genesis 
5:22 tells us that Enoch walked faithfully with God 300 years. After 
walking faithfully for all of his life, he was taken directly to be with God. 
In Genesis 17:1, God invites Abram to walk before Him and says in 
verse 2, ñI will confirm my covenant between me and you and will 

greatly increase your numbers.ò Micah 6:8 (NIV) reminds us, And what does the Lord require 
of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
The Psalms talk about walking: 
 
 Blessed are those who have learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your 

 presence, Lord (Psalm 89:15 NIV). 
 
 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the 

 Lord (Psalm 119:1 NIV).  
 
 Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways (Psalm 128:1)! 
 
Walking with God brings to mind the song ñIn the Garden,ò 
especially the refrain: 
 
 And He walks with me, and he talks with me, 
 And He tells me I am His own, 
 And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
 None other has ever known. 
 (Source: Hymnary.org) 
 
Communing with and walking with God is a joy! As we walk with God, we walk in love. And 
this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the 

beginning, his command is that you walk in love (2 John 1:6 NIV). 
 
Even those of us, like me, who have trouble physically walking can do this kind of walking. 
We can walk with God daily by being in the Word and being guided by the Holy Spirit to live a 
life in obedience to Godôs commands. Walking this path is the way to true health.  
 
Happy walking, everyone! 
 

Sharon Makela 
Christan Life Assistant 

Walking with God 
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Words of Gratitude from Camp Luther 

This is a Thank You note given to us for the ingathering of supplies collected at the spring retreat.  

Pastorsô Wives Retreatð2025 

I have not had the privilege to attend a pastorôs wives retreat here in NWD since we moved here in 
July 2022 but I know what a blessing these retreats are. Even though I havenôt had the opportunity to 
attend one yet, I want you all to know how grateful the pastorôs wives are for supporting us through 
funding the mission grant that allows us to have these retreats. Here are a few pictures from the 
retreat that was held on April 3-5.   

 
 Kirstin Hopkins 
 Editor 



 

8 Mission Tidings  Summer 2025 

Hi everyone! I pray your summer has been 
amazing so far and you will be ready to join in 
the fun at the 76th Annual Fall Retreat with the 
theme ñCaring for our Military.ò 
 
We will have Paul E. Rockrohr LT, CHC, USN 
Command Chaplain Surface Warfare 
Engineering School Command Great Lakes 
(SWESC) and his wife, Stacy, with us as 
speaker and Bible Study Leader. Paul is an 
active duty Nay chaplain of more than six years 
and has been deployed twice.  
 
Our Gifts of the Heart collection will be items for 
our servant event: Care Packages for Deployed 
Military Members. Items needed are: individual 
packaged snacks such as granola bars, trail 
mix, nuts, beef jerky, crackers, candy, rice crispy 
bars, etc. Gum and mints or any breath 
enhancers, single serve drink mix packages, 
wipes and hand sanitizers, ChapStick, 
devotionals, crosses, puzzle books such as 
word search, crosswords, etc., small quantity 
personal care items, shaving cream, razors, 
female hygiene products, lotions, etc.  
 
We will be signing cards during the retreat to be 
included in these care packages as well as 
packing knitted US flags (pocket-prayers). The 
pattern and a picture of these flags are in this 
Mission Tidings issue (see page 11). 
 
The craft for this year will be a 5X7 acrylic 
painting (design still being decided). This craft 
time will be led by Laura Andersen and will cost 
$5 each to be collected at the time of the craft. 
All supplies you need will be provided.  
 
Grazing table: Remember, you do not need to 
bring enough snacks to feed everyone! There 
will be plenty, so letôs cut back on the amount. 
Here is a list of suggested items to bring based 
on the first initial of your last name. (Please 
note: if you already know what you want to 
bring, disregard the list of suggestions.) 
 
A-J: snack mixes (i.e. popcorn, pretzels, nuts, 
pickles, candy) 
K-O: cookies, baked goods, bars, chocolate 
P-Z: apples, veggies, bananas, grapes, cheese, 
watermelon 
 

We will have early morning devotions, Bible 
trivia, a Mite Walk, free-time, Polar Plunge for 
those willing to jump in the lake, pontoon and 
wagon rides, and so much more! 
 
New this year will be a Prayer Walk. There will 
be six stations set up around the retreat center 
and we will walk through the Lordôs Prayer. At 
each station you will have a small activity. This 
is a great way to focus on prayer! 
 
There are so many things to look forward to 
during the fall retreat; I pray you will all be able 
to join us whether it just be for one day or the 
full retreat. 
 
Please remember to bring a sleeping bag or a 
fitted twin sheet and blankets, a pillow, towels if 
you are taking a shower or jumping in the lake. 
Also bring the toiletries that you need for you 
stay. We ask that you bring your own water 
bottle and/or coffee mug as this will cut down on 
waste and overall cost.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions you may have. My email address is 
dbscorpio76@gmail.com and my phone number 
is (715) 641-2072. I look forward to seeing you 
all at Camp Luther for LWML Fall Retreat! 

 
Joyfully Serving Him, 

 

Dawn Via 
LWML NWD 2nd Vice President 

 
   

2025 LWML NWD Fall Retreat at Camp Luther 
September 4-6, 2025 
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Friendly Reminders from Your Editor 
I have thoroughly enjoyed serving as your editor. I thought Iôd take the time to communicate 
some reminders when submitting articles for these issues. 
 
¶ Please remember if you are writing anything 
theologically based to submit your article to the 
Pastoral Counselors before submitting it to me 
(or you can submit the article to the pastors and 
CC me).  

¶ Double space between sentences is no longer 
required when typing. (This one took me a while 
to get used to!) 

¶ If you are quoting a Bible verse, please let me 
know what version of the Bible you used. We 
must cite which translation is used if we do not 
use the default translation of ESV. 

¶ Capitalize pronouns referring to the Deity: Your, 
You, Him, His, etc. 

¶ Capitalize Baptism, The Lordôs Supper, Communion, etc. 
¶ Remember the final comma before the ñandò in a series of more than two items. Example: 
ñShe bought apples, pears, and peaches.ò 

¶ Capitalize ñMite Boxò not ñmites.ò 
¶ Spell out numbers if they begin the sentence and all numbers nine and lower. Example: 
Twenty men walked 25 miles in eight hours. 

¶ Quote Bible verses word for word, and italicize all quoted Scripture. 
¶ Scripture citations are in parentheses; the book is not abbreviated or italicized, and there is 
a final period after the citation. Example: Jesus wept (John 11:35).  

 
I could go on and on with all the editing suggestions and tips. You can find these pointers and 
much more on the LWML website. For the LWML Style Guide go to: https://www.lwml.org/
logos-style-sheet. Another great resource is the LCMS Stylebook found at: https://
www.lcms.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=744.  
 
The fall issue will come out in October and the deadline is September 1. I canôt always publish 
what is needed in each issue but as a reminder, here are a few items I will need for the fall 
issue (a full list of what is needed for each issue was distributed at the last board meeting).  

¶ Pictures and report from National Convention 
¶ Pictures and report from fall retreat 
¶ District Convention Information (transportation info and Nominating Committee report) 
¶ News from Zones 16-19 
 
If you are a first-time National Convention attendee and would be interested in writing an article 
about your experience, let me know. And Iôd love to have an article/reaction from one of the 
YWRs as well. Please submit your articles and pictures to kirstinlwml@outlook.com.  
 
In Joyful Service, 
 

 Kirstin Hopkins 
 Editor 
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To those willing and able to make some of these American flags, please make 

them and bring them to the fall retreat.  
 

Knitting needles: size USA 8; yarn: 7 yds. red, 6 yds. white, & 3 yds. navy; 1 heart-shaped 

button; and yarn needle.  

With red cast on 18 stitches.  

Row 1: knit across 

Row 2 & 3: knit across with white 

Row 4 & 5: pick up red and knit across and 

back 

Rows 6 & 7: knit across with white  

Rows 8 & 9: knit across with red  

Rows 10 & 11: knit across with white  

Rows 12: knit 12 with red, tie-on navy and knit 6  

Row 13: knit 6 navy, bring navy to front, twist with red and knit remaining 12 stitches  

Row 14: Pick up white and knit across 12 stitches, then, using navy yarn, knit the remaining 6 

stitches  

Row 15: Turn and knit back 6 stitches, bring navy yarn to the back side of flag and across 

white yarn, move white yarn to front of flag and continue to knit across remaining 12 stitches 

with white  

Row 16: Pick up red and knit across 12 stitches then cross red yarn with navy and knit 

remaining 6 stitches  

Row 17: Turn and knit back 6 stitches and bring navy yarn to back side and across red yarn, 

move red to front of flag and continue to knit across remaining 12 stitches using red  

Row18 & 19: same as rows 14 and 15 

Row 20: same as row 16  

Row 21: same as row 17 but bind off as you move across row using navy for 6 stitches then 

red to finish  

Using yarn needle, work in about 2ò on back side with each of the beginning and ending yarn 

tails. 

We will sew heart button in center of the navy square with a double knot as well 

as tie the prayer card to back side with navy at the retreat before we package 

these in the care packages. 

 

American Flag Pocket Shawl for Military Care Packages 
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Sneak Peak of the National Convention, Omaha 

Planes, trains and automobiles, oh my! Just look at that bus and the beautiful women (and the 
brave solo man, Pastor Niederman) on the bus! Pauline and Katie Paholke took the train with 
Pam Williamson and Susan Ladwig. I believe Anne Hartman flew and many others drove their 
own vehicles. Praise God they all made it there safely!  

Tee for Mites at Bent Tree Golf Course in 
Council Bluffs, Iowa. Left to right: Nila 
Rodriguez, Mary Harrington, Pam Pfankuch, 
and Lynne Johnson 

Familiar faces at the convention! Joan pictured with the YWRs and our 
convention banner to far right. 

Sharon Hanke, Cathy Mitchell, and President Joan 
signing the paperwork for our Endowment during the 
NWD Caucus. 

To the left is a 
picture of the NWD 
LWML Delegates 
and Pastor 
Morsching and to 
the right is YWR 
Angie Smith from 
Zone 13/14. Look at 
her excitement! 
There were 79 
YWRs in 
attendance! 


